Babysitting Coop! 
Do you need a night out? Time for doing homework? 

A play date for your kids?

Then join the Coop Network! 
The Babysitting Coop Network is a grassroots effort to offer mutual support between parents. The Graduate Employee Organization (GEO) at UMass organizes it.

How to Join:

1. Fill out the attached questionnaire and return to GEO at 

Judith Obiero

201, Student Union

University of Massachusetts

Amherst, MA 01003

2. You will then receive a directory of parents in the coop by e-mail

3. You can then call another parent in the directory and/or watch other parent’s children for $3/hr per child

4. If your directory info changes or you no longer want to be in the program just contact Judith at 545-0705 or familyissues@geouaw.org
Tips:

1. We are all busy people; try to call parents in advance to schedule babysitting time.

2. ONLY contact parents you and your children have met. Your children will be happier and you will have greater peace of mind.

3. Try to meet new parents and broaden your circle. The activities section in the directory indicates places and activities that coop members participate in.

4. Talk with the other parent about whose house the sit should be at or if you plan on taking the kids out to activity.

Activities you can do with your children 

These activities have been identified as things coop parents might participate in. It is not an exhaustive list, so please tell us what activities you like to do on your sign up form. Attending these activities with coop button on will help you identify other parents you might want to trade babysitting with.

· “Dinner on us” – Monday night parenting class at UMass
· Young Parents Group at the Amherst Family Center
· Mornings at the Amherst Family Center
· “Special Saturday Mornings” – Monthly Program at UMass
· Healthy Families events- for young parents
· Special Activities at the Toy Box in Amherst
· YWCA Young Parents group
· Radical Parent Potlucks at the Bangs Community Center
Sign-up Form for the Babysitting Coop 

Your Name:  ___________________________________

Other Parent in the home: ________________________

Phone number:___________________ Email:_______________________

Address:_____________________________________________________

Your children

Name: _________________________ Age: ______
 Gender: M or F











Circle one

Name: _________________________ Age: ______ 
Gender: M or F











Circle one

Name: _________________________ Age: ______ 
Gender: M or F











Circle one

Parent Affiliations

UMass Student: Yes or No              5-College Student: Yes or No _______________




Circle one



Circle one               write name of the school

UMass Staff/Faculty: Yes or No     5-College Staff/Faculty: Yes or No ______________

Circle one



Circle one               write name of the school

If affiliated with the University, what department are you in____________; Grad or Undergrad













Circle one
What town do you live in? ________________ What town do you work in?________________

Child Affiliations

What school(s)/daycare(s) does your child(ren) attend? _______________________________

Disclaimer

I, _________________________, give GEO my permission to publish the above information in a parent directory to be distributed to other parents in the coop network. I acknowledge that the parents in the coop are NOT licensed childcare providers. It is my responsibility to determine who is capable of watching my children. I will not hold GEO, the UAW, UMass or any other affiliated organization or individual liable for any problems that occur as a result of the publishing of the directory, babysitting exchanges, or any other part of the babysitting coop program.

I also understand that there are risks associated with participating in the Babysitting Coop, including, but not limited to, the risk of physical harm and of dealing with strangers or people acting under false pretenses. I assume all risks associated with participating in the Babysitting Coop. I have read and understand all of the foregoing provisions of this Babysitting Coop form and I confirm my agreement with all that is contained therein by signing my signature below.

Signed: __________________________________ Date: _____________________________

Other Activities you like to do with your children

List below any activities you think we should list in the “activities” section of the parent directory. They can be formal or informal. Favorite playgrounds or favorite playgroups – please list them below. This information will not be part of your individual listing in the directory.

