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AGREEMENT

\ BETWEEN

GRADUATE EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATION

LOCAL 2322/UAW

AND

THE UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS

AMHERST

July 1, 2007 - August 30, 2008
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graduate student employee’s cost for the individual Basic and SHIP premiums shall not
exceed $100.00 per health plan year.

H. Health and Welfare Fu

nd: The Employer and the Union agree to establish a
Health and Welfare Fund. The bo

ard of trustees of the Health and Welfare Fund,
compor?cd of an equal number of representatives of the Employer and the Union, shall
determine in their discretion and within the terms of this Agreement and the Agreement
and Declaration of Trust such health and welfare benefits to be extended by the Health
and Welfare Fund to bargaining unit members and/or their dependents.

(1). Effective July 1, 2003, the Employer agrees to contribute to the Health
and Welfare fund on behalf of each full-time equivalent state-funded bargaining unit
member the sum of eleven dollars (S1 1) each calendar week. Effective January 1, 2006,
the Employer agrees to contribute 1o the Health and Welfare fund on behalf of each full-
lime equivalent state-funded bargaining unit member the sum of twelve dollars ($12)
cach calendar week. The contributions made by the Employer to the Health and Welfare
Fund shall not be used for any purposc other than to provide health and welfare benefits
and to pay the operating and administering expenses of the fund. The contributions for
state-funded bargaining unit members shall be made by the Employer in an aggregate

sum within forty-five (45) days following the end of the calendar month during which
contributions were calculated.

(2). Effective July 1, 2003, the Employer agrees to contribute to the Health
and Welfare fund on behalf of cach full-time cquivalent non-state-funded bargaining unit
member except those employed by the Division of Continuing Education the sum of
cleven dollars ($11) each calendar week. Effective January 1, 2006, the Employer
agrees to contribute to the Health and Welfare fund on behalf of each full-time equivalent
non-state-funded bargaining unit member except those employed by the Division of
Continuing Education the sum of rwelve dollars (812) each calendar week. The
contributions made by the Employer to the Health and Welfare Fund shall not be used for
any purpose other than to provide health and welfare benefits and to pay the operating
and administering expenses of the fund.

(3). Effective January 1, 2006, the Employer agrees 1o contribute an annual
payment to the Health and Welfare fund on behalf of each 1 full-time equivalent bargaining
unit member employed by the Division of Continuing Education the sum of five dollars
(83) multiplied by nineteen (19) weeks. The contributions made by the EmpIO).’er to the
Health and Welfare Fund shall not be used for any purpose other than to provide health
and welfare benefits and to pay the operating and administering expenses of the fund:

The contributions for DCE bargaining unit members shall be made by the Employer in an
aggregate sum within forty-five (45) days following January I of .eqch year and shall be
based on the previous calendar year'’s full-time equivalent bargaining unit members
employed by DCE.

(4). The amount of contributions for each fiscal year shall be based on the
number of full-time equivalent bargaining unit members as of the last payroll period in
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the month of October; provided, however, that for non-state-funded bargaining unit
member the number of full-time equivalent bargaining unit members shall be surveyed at
the end of each pay period during such fiscal year; provided however, that for bargaining
unit members employed by the Division of Continuing Education the number of full-time
equivalent bargaining unit members shall be based on the previous calendar year’s full-
time equivalent numbers.

(5)- No dispute over a claim for any benefits extended by this Health and
Welfare Fund shall be subject to Article 31, Grievance Procedure.

(6). It is expressly agreed and understood that the Employer does not accept,
nor is the Employer to be charged with hereby, any responsibility in any manner
connected with the determination of liability to any bargaining unit member claiming any
of the benefits extended by the Health and Welfare Fund; such liability shall be limited to
the contributions indicated under Article 35, Section E.

L. If GEO enters into an agreement with a private insurance carrier or health care
provider for optical and/or dental insurance benefits for its members, the Administration
will, upon written request by eligible graduate student employees, deduct the premiums
for such insurance from said graduate student employees’ paychecks and forward them to
GEO or the insurance carrier.

J. There shall be a joint GEO/Administration committee, which shall discuss
health care issues related to graduate student employees, particularly as they apply to
grant-funded graduate student employees. The activities and recommendations of this
committee shall not be subject to Article 31, Grievance Procedure.

K. The current practice with respect to same-sex domestic partner benefits will
continue unless and until the parties mutually agree otherwise or a successor contract is
reached. A joint committee, with equal number of representative from GEO and the
University will convene to explore issues related to residency and other legal concerns
related to same-sex domestic partner benefits.

oy/ms He Sex ( (WWC P Trers
ARTICLE 36
Payment of Fees Through Payroll Deduction

customarily billed through the Bursar's Office, including fees for on-campus housing,
through bi-weekly payroll deduction. Any graduate student employee wishing to exercise
this option must so notify the Bursar's Office, on a payroll deduction authorization form,
by the specified and published due date on the first graduate student bill for each
semester. Any graduate student employee who does not return a signed payroll
deduction authorization form by the deadline will not be permitted to pay his or her bill
through payroll deduction. Payroll deduction authorization forms will be made available
on the Bursar’s Office website. Graduate student employees shall be notified by message
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on their graduate student bills and a Bursar's Office e-mail of the website to
electronically access payroll deduction authorization Jorms. Payroll deduction will be in
Jive (5) bi-weekly installments during each semester.

Payroll deduction shall be permitted for bargaining unit members who wish to
participate in UAW’s V-CAP. All payroll deductions for unit members shall be allocated
in equal amounts in each paycheck. A bargaining unit member who wishes to participate
must consent in writing to the authorization of the deduction from his or her wages and to
the designation of V-CAP as the recipient thereof. Such consent shall be in a form
acceptable to the University and shall bear the signature of the bargaining unit member.
A bargaining unit member may withdraw his or her authorization by giving at least sixty
(60) days notice in writing to the campus personnel office. The University shall deduct
contributions from the pay of bargaining unit members who request such a deduction in
accordance with this Article and transmit such funds to the V-CAP holding account
within thirty days after the last day of the month in which the deduction is made,
provided that the University is satisfied by such evidence as it may require that the
treasurer of Local 2322 has given a bond, in a form approved by the University, for the
faithful performance of his or her duties in a sum and with such surety or securities as are
satisfactory to the University. The Union will defend the University against any and all
claims arising from or related to this paragraph.

ARTICLE 37
Vacation

Full-time graduate student employees except those in the Division of
Continuing Education’s summer or winter sessions shall accrue vacation
leave at the rate of four hours per month; for graduate student employees who
are appointed more or less than full-time, this vacation leave shall be pro-rated
on the basis of the percentage of appointment. Vacation leave can not be
carried over beyond the contract period in which it is earned. Interns and other
employees who must work during January intersession or Spring break must be
notified when they apply that this is a condition of employment.

Graduate student employees in academic departments shall take vacation
time during January intersession or Spring break unless they reach an
agreement with their department head that an alternative schedule would be
acceptable. Graduate student employees in non-academic departments may
take vacation at any time, provided they obtain prior written approval of the
supervisor. These requests shall not be unreasonably denied.

All vacation time shall be requested in advance and scheduled at the
discretion of the department head.
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